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From the director
Does anyone else feel like summer just crept in and snuck out... way too quickly? It seems impossible that a new school year has begun, but indeed it has.
And we are very enthused about all the promise this year holds! Read on for
some helpful reminders that will make this school year proceed smoothly.

Our teachers use the principles of Creative Curriculum to guide children's learning and activities. The children’s interests
and the state of Ohio Early Learning and
Development Standards are considered
carefully for lesson planning. This ensures
that children are likely to become fully
engaged, and that they are daily being
well prepared for future success in school
and life!

Our monthly newsletter will be a venue
to share center news with all our parents.
The information about your child’s class,
curriculum, activities, and upcoming
events will largely be shared by the
teachers in the Snapshot of the Week,
posted outside the classroom on the
message boards. This will allow our parents to have more specific information
about your child and the classroom than
what you would receive in a general,
center newsletter.

If you haven’t stopped in to the office to
be registered for the fingerprint scanner
yet, please do so. It is easy and only
takes a few minutes. The state of Ohio
requires every center to have a method
of documenting that a family-approved
adult is arriving/departing with each
child in participation with a center staff
member. The scanner takes care of
that for us. So please be sure to scan in
and out each day!

The half day preschool program begins 9/4
(T/R & M-R) and 9/5 (MWF)! Entry codes
and fingerprint scanning will take a week or
so to complete. We appreciate your patience during this process.
Look on the message
board outside your
child's classroom for
the Snapshot of the
Week to keep you updated on your child’s
classroom activities
and progress.

Monday,
September 3rd

Beginning of the Year Focus...Social/Emotional Skills
Flip It
Just like adults, young children encounter difficulties, disappointing situations, and unexpected challenges and
changes on a regular basis. However, young children have not yet developed the social and emotional skills to handle the
resulting strong feelings in a socially acceptable manner. These important skills are nurtured over periods of time, as adults
provide support and guidance. It takes practice to learn these all important skills!
The Potter’s House embraces the most recent research confirming that social/emotional development requires
attachment, initiative and self-regulation. The Devereaux Center for Resilient Children defines attachment as the mutual,
strong, and long-lasting relationship between a child and a significant adult. Initiative is defined as the child’s ability to use
independent thought and action to meet his need. Self-regulation is the child’s ability to experience a range of feelings and
express them using the words and actions that society consider appropriate. Attachment, initiative, and self-regulation are
all considered healthy “protective factors.” The development of these protective factors is crucial in order to become resilient and successful in life.
The Potter’s House staff uses a supportive strategy to assist children as they learn about their feelings, gain selfcontrol, and reduce challenging behavior. This strategy, recommended by the Devereaux Center, is called Flip It, and is a
best-practice approach that can be used for both minor daily challenges and as a targeted intervention to support the emotional growth of children displaying specific behavioral concerns. This support is versatile, can be used anywhere, and can
be combined with other effective strategies that support the development of positive relationships, emotional awareness,
problem solving skills, and healthy coping in children. Flip It requires time and consistency in order to be effective and to
truly nurture competency in these critical areas.
Flip It is a strategy you can use at home, too. If home and school are both supporting a child's social and emotional
development with the same process, the experience is much less confusing to the child. That partnership also provides consistency and predictability, which promotes stability for children. We look forward to seeing lots of skills developing in this
area for all these precious little ones!
F = FEELINGS…Gently talk with the child about his FEELINGS. Tell him what you see and hear as a result of his emotions. Help him to identify the root feelings causing the behavior.
L=LIMITS…Remind the child of the positive LIMITS expectations you have for his behavior. Loving and simple limits
help surround children with a sense of consistency, safety and trust.
I= Inquiry… Encourage the child to think about solutions to his challenges. Ask questions that promote problemsolving and healthy coping skills. INQUIRIES invite children to think, learn, and gain self-control.
P=Prompt…Prompt with creative cues, clues, and suggestions for the child who is having difficulty. Enthusiastic,
bright ideas can lead the way to better problem-solving skills.

Bible Theme

Home Extension

This month’s theme is:
We can...listen, obey, help and care

Jesus Cares about a Samaritan (John 4)
9/10 Deborah Helps Barak (Judges 4,5)
9/17 Noah Obeys God (Genesis 6,7)
9/24 Zaccheus Listens to Jesus (Luke 19)
Memory Verse:
“Be kind and loving to each other.”
9/3

Ephesians 4:32a
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Helping
At first, children like to help others because it helps
them get what they want. Next, they do so because they
get praise. Finally, they begin to understand and put action to the needs of others, and they experience the intrinsic reward of doing something nice for others.
*Direct your child to lighten someone’s load. Helping
carry a grocery bag, clearing the table, emptying trash.
*Cheer up a neighbor, ask how they are doing, take a
batch of cookies, make a card.
*Say thank you to those who provide you a service.
*Assign chores—teaching responsibility begins early.
*Help your child choose a toy to donate
*Recycle-never litter
*Be sure to avoid criticizing children’s efforts!

The Potter’s House

Infants & Toddlers & Preschoolers… Responsibility Starts Early!
Years ago, the head of the Children’s Hospital Psychiatric Center provided a training for
community members and parents. I will never forget something I learned that night. He asked,
“What developmental milestone is your cue to begin holding your child responsible?” One
could almost feel all the brains buzzing in the room...age 2? Age 3? Age 5?
“The answer,” he said, “is the first time your child holds the bottle alone. Never hold it
for him again. You can still cuddle your baby while feeding him, but once a child is capable of
doing something on his own, he should be expected to do it by himself from that moment on.”
The department head continued to share examples of children who suffered later in life because
their parents actually did too much for them during childhood. This pertains to potty training,
home and school expectations, etc. Our culture has changed so much in recent years that everyone, including doctors, talk about ‘readiness.’ However, some things are not for children to determine! Parents are the loving authority in the home, and are intended to set expectations
while providing loving support.
Life skills are best and easiest learn when they begin early. At school, the children are
encouraged to develop self control, solve problems, and learn to collaborate with their peers as
teachers provide support and coaching. These expectations will be best supported when they are
common to both home an school. You probably already have some established routines and
simple chores for your child at home. If not, here is a brief list of age appropriate chores for
children. It is not too early to begin thinking about training your child to realize that in a family, or community, we all have responsibilities. This helps everything go a little smoother, allows everyone in the family or classroom to feel they have a place and purpose, and trains children to accept and complete school and work assignments in the future with minimal stress. It
also helps children to learn that in life, there will always be authorities to obey, and that his
wants and desires are not the priority.
Infants//Toddlers
*Allow your infant/toddler to self feed, both bottles and finger foods as they are able! As your
toddler matures, allow him/ to practice with a spoon. It’s messy, but great for small muscle development and strategizing.!
*Allow your child to begin dressing/undressing herself. Once she masters putting on shoes, be
sure she is responsible to do that part. You can tie them till she gets older. Any part of this process that she is able to do, allow her to do it. Maybe your child can’t put her shirt on by herself,
but she can take it off. Make that her task!
*Very young children can help clean up. Use a clean up song, and make a game of putting
items in the correct bin. This practice has lots of skills built in...organizing, sorting, memory
building.
Preschoolers
*Get dressed with minimal help
*Make a bed with minimal help
*Bring their own things from the car to the house
*Set or clear the table with supervision
*Help carry in light groceries
*Match socks in laundry
*Answer the phone with parental assistance
*Be responsible for a pet’s water or food bowl
*Hang up towels in the bathroom
*Clean up toys
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The Potter’s House
6101 Princeton Glendale Road
Liberty Twp., OH 45011

P: 513.785.2855
F: 513.785.2857
Email: info@pottershousecdc.com
Partnering to develop your child’s
God-given potential

Happenings in the House
*You are cordially invited to join Princeton Pike Church of God for all the many
worship and outreach opportunities made
available!
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am
(children’s programs available)
Sunday Night Worship 1st Sunday of the
month at 6:00 pm
Wednesday Nights 7:00 pm
(children’s programs available)

Like The
Potter’s House
on Facebook!

Princeton Pike Events:
9/9: Communion service
9/23 Lee University Symphonic
Orchestra
9/30 Missions Sunday —come
hear about missions projects
around the world! The 10:30 a.m.
service features guest speaker
Pastor Tim Oldfield.
“Please contact me if you would
like to visit the church—I will
gladly assist as you register your
children and help you feel comfortable. Call anytime—513-785
-2855.”
Mrs. Andrews

10/9 final day to turn in fundraiser forms/
9/3 Program closed in honor of Labor Day
9/4 Half day preschool program begins
(billing for September will process on 9/10)
*regular billing will be the first Monday of
each month October-May!

money
10/16 Half Day T/R Program field trip to
Barn N’ Bunk (Ms. Beth and Ms. Pam)
10/17 T/R Half Day MWF and M-R field
trip to Barn N’ Bunk (Ms. Beth, Ms. Pam,

9/11-9/14 Picture Week for half day preschool-

and Ms. Mary)

ers. Submit your form and cash payment!
9/24 Cookie dough fundraiser begins. Help us
sell the yummiest cookie dough—back in time for
the holidays!
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10/30 Half day T/R harvest party 11:00
10/31 Full time (9:00)and Half day MWF &
M-R harvest party (11:00)
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