The Potter’s House
Child Development Center & Kindergarten

From the director
Snowflakes
Snowflakes, snowflakes
falling down,
Falling, falling, to the
ground.
Can you catch them on
your nose?
Will they fall and touch
your toes?
Snowflakes, snowflakes
falling down,
Falling, falling to the
ground.

Be sure to do the following in order to stay abreast of all
the PH happenings!
1. Like us on Facebook to stay connected to important reminders and
weather updates, as well as classroom, curriculum, and event pictures and notices.

2. Are you signed up for our One Call Now messages? These are
particularly helpful when inclement weather occurs, or for
special event reminders.
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The Potter’s House Child Development Center purposes to be
available to our families on all scheduled days. However, in the event of seriously dangerous weather, or a safety problem at our facility, it is possible that we might delay our
opening or even close our program for the day. Please take note of these ways you can
determine if our services are available:
*if you have completed and returned the One Call Now information included in the
enrollment packet, you will receive a phone call/email alerting you to the delay or closing details.
*check TV channel WKRC, Local 12, or the school watch website of Local12.com
for The Potter’s House news regarding delays or closings. Determinations of this kind will
be made by 6:00 a.m. Please note that a delayed opening could result in an actual program closing later in the day if severe weather dictates. Also, information posted via
WKRC will appear under the alphabetical listing under “T” for “The Potter’s House.”
*our phone message will be changed and Facebook page updated in the event
that our program will close or delay opening. Our phone number is 513-785-2855. In addition, should the weather become very dangerous during the day, it is respectfully requested that parents make arrangements for their children to be picked up early. We
suggest that parents who have a significant drive arrange for someone other than themselves, perhaps someone located more locally, to pick up your child that day. Our main
goal in these situations is to ensure that everyone—families and staff—can make it home
safely with the least amount of stress.

Bible Theme
This Month’s Theme: God gives Families
1/2
1/9
1/16
1/23

Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 18 & 21)
Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 24, 25)
Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25-33)
Hannah and Samuel ( I Samuel 1 & 2)

Monthly Memory Verse:
“All the families of the earth will be
blessed. Genesis 28:14
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Home Extension
Young children are concrete thinkers, so it can be difficult
for them to grasp abstract concepts. This month, we learn
from Abraham and Sarah to appreciate our own unique family and cherish the love and strong ties we share. We learn
from Isaac and Rebekah that God intends for families to
show love by providing for each other, and we are grateful
for the food, clothing, shelter, love, and attention that families provide. Sometimes family members become frustrated
with one another and behave in ways that might not be appreciated, like Jacob and Esau. We learn from them to apologize and forgive, and to restore the relationship. The story
of Hannah shows that God hears our prayers and that He is
the One who gives us our families! Parents and teachers can
use words to invite children to appreciate their family, to see
themselves as a vital member of their family, and to actively
participate in being a family.
The Potter’s House

Self Esteem in Children: A Realistic Look at What That Means
Parenting took quite the turn when “The Psychology of Self-Esteem” by Nathan Brandan hit the bookstores in 1969. Suddenly, as if there wasn’t enough to concern new
parents, they began obsessing about their children’s self –esteem. As happens in many
trends, excesses ensued. Parents worried about the effects of raising their voices, commenting fairly on the quality of a child’s efforts, and even wondered about how their
children were graded in school. I know a school teacher who received a letter from a
parent, requesting that she refrain from using a red pen when grading her daughter’s
work, fearing that it might negatively impact her child’s self esteem.
Our society obsessed about self esteem for the next several decades, and in response,
began praising their children inordinately. “You are so smart!” “You are the strongest
boy I know!” “Your are the prettiest girl in the world!” Like me, you may have known
families that did everything but praise their children for breathing. Sadly, after all that
effort and concern on the part of parents to enhance their children’s self-esteem, science and research show that this inflated praise trend has actually had the complete
OPPOSITE effect of what was intended.
Children internalize the messages they hear from parents. When they hear that they
are so smart, beautiful, talented, etc., they believe that innately, they are those things,
without effort and that everyone else in the world will share the sentiments. Later in life,
when they struggle in school, work, or relationships, which every human experiences,
the child inevitably will feel like a failure. Because failure is seen as an inherent flaw,
children often give up. They avoid the possibility of failure by simply not trying. It is uncomfortable to receive such inflated praise as a child—it sets an unbearably high
standard that they feel compelled to meet. Sometimes too, children become resentful of other people who don’t think they are wonderful for simply existing, and they
can become angry and petulant, very much the spoiled child who believes the world
owes them a living just because they are their wonderful selves. This is an unrealistic
and unproductive perspective for any person, and loving parents of course do not
plan to cultivate this type of thinking in their children.
So what can we do? Because, after all, self-esteem IS important...very important.
Here’s the key to remember...self-esteem is only developed when a person achieves
something that involves effort on their part. So, you can praise your child...just be sure
you are praising your child in ways that promote the efforts they make to achieve. Instead of, “You’re so smart,” you might say, “I know you spent a lot of time studying for
that test. I am really proud of your hard work!!” Instead of saying, “You are the strongest kid in the world!” you might say, “I am so proud of you for using your strength to
help me with a difficult job!” Children who are praised for the investments they make
in activities, projects, relationships, etc. are children who are not afraid of failure. We
all fail sometimes. It’s part of life, and we learn from our mistakes. When children realize this, they are free to try, fail, learn from their mistakes and gain ground in their development as people of character. Your words and praise can provide the support a
child needs to continue trying through the hard times, and when achievement occurs,
their self-esteem will naturally soar!

January
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The Potter’s House
6101 Princeton Glendale Road
Liberty Twp., OH 45011

P: 513.785.2855
F: 513.785.2857
Email: info@pottershousecdc.com
Partnering to develop your child’s
God-given potential

Like The
Potter’s House
on Facebook!

Happenings in the House
*You are cordially invited to join Princeton Pike Church of
God for all the many worship and outreach opportunities
made available!
Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am (children’s programs
available)
Wednesday Nights 7:00 pm (children’s programs available)
*Women of the Word Bible Study meets the first and third
Tuesday of the month. Morning session meets from 10:0012 noon, and evening session meets from
6:00-8:00. p.m.
*Every Thursday, the Men’s Ministry small group meets
from 7:00-8:00 p.m..
*Wednesdays at 7:00 AA meeting, “Finding Liberty”

Martin Luther King, Jr.

1/2

PH closed for New Year

1/3

First day back to school

1/18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Half day
program is closed, full day program is
open regular hours.
Stay tuned for information regarding Parent
Teacher Conferences!

He had a dream.
He understood
the sturdy grace
of brotherhood.
He had a dream—
that simple joy
would gently bless
each girl and boy.
He shared his dream.
His wise words shone:
“Join hands.
We cannot walk alone.”
He had a dream
all hearts can sing:
“This is our hope . . .
let freedom ring.”
From highlightsforkids
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